Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

February 19, 2025
Council President Jay Van Horn called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Zach Gaston, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Administrator Dirk Davis, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Carol Merritt, Mayor Robert Flanagan
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Jennifer Compston, Cory Alum, Tom Davis, Anita Davis, Mary Smith, Joe Hoepfner, Larry Groves

Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Zach Gaston made a motion to approve the January meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Council President Jay Van Horn presented a proclamation for employees of Red Lobster St. Clairsville for helping save the life of Bethesda Resident Tom Davis. The employees performed CPR and revived Tom after a heart attack.
Larry Taylor from Trebel Energy discussed the village’s gas and electric aggregation programs.  The residents have saved $120,000 so far on the gas and electric plans through January 2025.  The current rate for electric is $0.0694/KW and soon the rates are going up due to the market and a capacity charge being assessed for all electric.  The new rate will be $0.0920 for 12 months and then it will be auctioned again for the next 12 months.  Larry is asking permission to put the program to auction and to lock in any rate below $0.092 for the first year.  Mr. Shaheen will review this and we will get it approved for next month.  Larry informed council that should any resident have any concern they are free to contact him.  

Administrator Dirk Davis introduced Larry Groves who owns the property next to the park lake dam.  Dirk said that two years ago he approached Larry about selling the village part of the property that is the pond below the dam spillway.  Dirk explained that we will need this property when we get funding to rebuild the lake and dam.  Dirk stated that he offered $10,000 for the property.  Dirk will get with Larry to work up a proposal for council to consider.

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· We do not need to submit a plan for water line installation on Chestnut until the project is complete.

· Dirk and Dave met with WE Quicksall Engineers on 02/05 and discussed applying for grants for water line replacements on the seven remaining streets.  We are looking to update the costs for this to current.

· ODOT has informed the village that SR147 will be paved in the summer of 2026.

· Dirk asked Dustin to get a quote for new AEDs for the village and police department.

· The township intends to help finish the railroad cleanup as soon as the weather clears up.

· There is a meeting on March 12th for the 4 way stop issues with the commissioners and Larry Merry.  

· Dirk has an estimate for landscaping maintenance for the Memorial Plaza from Ponzanis.

· Dirk asked American Leak Detection to come and search for water leaks for a daily rate of $2960.  We have been having a 50%, of purchased, water loss, for the last few months.  We have fixed several leaks recently. The company will be here tomorrow and Friday to help find any leaks.  Dirk suggested that we need to start replacing meters and moving them to the street curb box instead of in basements.  Jay asked who would have to pay for meters and if we are moving meters if we find bad lateral lines. Dirk stated that we would be moving the meters at our cost so that we can detect laterals that are leaking.

Fiscal Officer Burkhead presented the 2025 Union TWP EMS Contract renewal for approval.  Jordan made a motion to approve the contract renewal, seconded by Zach, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Rick presented a copy of the public records retention schedule that he has been working on for some time.  Jordan made a motion to approve the public records retention schedule and to submit to the Ohio historical Society, seconded by Colby, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Rick stated that he has a meeting on 02/26 at 7pm to meet with the county auditor pertaining to the local government distribution method.  Anyone for the town administrator is welcome to come.
Solicitor Shaheen stated that there is to be a phone conference with Kevin West pertaining to EQT and he will provide an update.  Mr. Shaheen stated that the situation with the deeds for the property purchased from MR. Braido is that we never received the signed deeds from Mr. Braido’s attorney. Once we have the signed deed we will get it transferred.
Jay presented building permits for Daniel Ochoa on Willow to build a home and a permit for Christopher May for fencing and a date.  Zach made a motion to approve both permits, seconded by Colby, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Police Chief Chris Storm stated that there were 33 business checks, five traffic stops, and four citations.  Chris stated that Gordon Price is helping Chris organize a senior citizens appreciation day.  Chris asked Mr. Shaheen for an update on the non profit for the Police Department that Cole was working on.  Dirk stated that Goodson’s have asked for an extension on their property maintenance issues. 
Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Zach Gaston, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday March 12th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
